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Connection

Connecting you to events, resources, technology, curriculum, and instruction ...
Creating a learning community that uses best practices to meet the diverse

needs of all students

SAU 53 News and Reviews

Farewell to Peter Warburton

Joint boards of SAU #39, Amherst, Mont
Vernon, and Souhegan Cooperative School
Districts unanimously elected Peter as their
new Superintendent beginning July 1st.

Peter shares, “ It has been an honor and
privilege to work with all of you over the
past 5 years to improve achievement, col-
laboration, professional development op-
portunities, technologies, i paiR
and facility upgrades.”

For five years, Peter has
been a member of the SAU
Learning Circle. He provid-
ed leadership to align gen-
eral and special education
reform efforts to benefit
ALL students. His support of inclusion,
new autism programs, and the Bridge Pro-
gram that brings students back into our
district has been invaluable. Although we
all hate to see you go, we wish you the
very best!

Australia Came to Pembroke
Michelle O'Sullivan from Esperance Western Australia
won a Count Us In Scholarship in her state to examine
inclusive practices in high schools around the world.
As Learning Support Coordinator for K-12, she sup-
ports teachers who teach all students since there are no
“special” educators. She came to New Hampshire
where some of the best inclusive models are being de-
veloped. Michelle spent March 30™ observing class-
rooms and talking to administrators, teachers and staff
about the implementation of best practices at Pembroke
Academy and Three Rivers School. Michelle’s thank
you email stated, “Tam very impressed with how
SAU 53 is facilitating inclusion in their schools.”

PA staff share technology, collaboration, and modifications.

Snapshots of March 25th Professional Development and Celebration Day

Allenstown
iPad Exploration Celebration
B E 1\\
NECAP Man | World Cafe
Multicultural
Awareness

World Café Conversations about Laconia State School

“When NH announced the closing of Laconia State School, each school district was given a list students for whom they would now
be responsible for. As Special Education Consultant out of the Concord SAU Office, we had to beginning planning for the
education of these students which started with my visit to the school to meet our new students. The state school was plain and drab
with open dorm area with several beds and cribs. It was very disturbing to see one of our students, a 15 year old boy in a crib bed,
who was non verbal and non ambulatory. Another student was rocking in a chair. Upon the recommendation by pediatricians,
parents placed their children in Laconia because there was no support system for families. I could see why the school needed to
be closed and was fortunate to be on the original board of Region 4, now Community Bridges. We adopted bylaws and hired a
director for the agency to meet the needs of families”. Norma Bailey, PA Guidance Counselor.

“Iwas a life guard in the recreation department at the State School in the 1960s. It was a whole different world then in regards
to inclusion.” Jan Sheen , PA

“In 1976, I was fortunate to have a caring pediatrician who recommended I take my son with Down’s Syndrome home and love
him. With the support of Community Bridges and the IOD at UNH, Nathan who is now 34 years old works at Sam’s Club and has
his own apartment in Concord.” Vicki Therrien , Inclusion Facilitator
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Scoop of Events

Six Trait s Cancelled for June. Train the
Trainer Sept. 12th & 13th

Book Club June 21 @ 3 p.m. at the SAU.
Queenbees and Wannabes by Wiseman

Free Summer Workshop information @
http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dcbes/bds

Gentle Teaching 6/15, Addictions 8/10&11
Coffee with ATECH sessions on:

Ereaders 7/19, Switch Adapted Play 7/21,
Social Stories and Visual Supports 8/16

Sakai & iPad Training 8/17 & 8/18 for
info email dboisvert@sau53.org

Pool of Resources
SAU Resource Center at PA

Executive SKkills in Children and Adoles-
cents: A Practical Guide to Assessment
& Intervention, Dawson & Guare,

Joyful Learning, Paula Kluth helps teach-
ers create an inclusive k-12 environment
using active and collaborative structures to
differentiate instruction.

Using Data to Improve Learning for All
—A collaborative Inquiry Approach by
Nancy Love

Results & Results Now- both by Mike
Schmoker

DVDs Family Support @ Community
Bridges donated these to our SAU.
Lost in Laconia
Temple Grandin

Bullies , Mean Girls , and Friends: Dra-
ma, Emotions, and Solutions DVD March
25th presentation by Lynn Lyons

Exchange
Flocabulary

http:www.flocabulary.com Fun to learn
vocabulary, social studies, math, and sci-
ence. Ex. It reads Shakespeare in hip hop.
Jan Sheen, PA

iPads in Education [ http://
ipadeducators.ning.com/ ]
Site review apps for education



Adding it up in Math in SAU 53

Investigations of Number, Data and Space is used in Deerfield

The mathematics program in Deerfield is comprised of Investigations in Number, Data and Space for grades K-5 and
Glencoe’s Mathematics in grades 6-8. The Investigations series was first developed by TERC (Technical Education Re-
search Center) twenty years ago and is based on “an extensive body of research on how children learn mathematics”. It has
evolved as TERC researchers improved the standards for teaching and learning elementary mathematics. The Investigations
series is closely aligned to the NH Grade Level Expectations and the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics.

The Investigations curriculum is designed around these six major goals:©

Support students to make sense of mathematics and learn that they can be mathematical thinkers

Focus on computational fluency with whole numbers as a major goal of the elementary grades

Provide substantive work in important areas of mathematics—rational numbers, geometry, measurement, data, and
early algebra—and connections among them

Emphasize reasoning about mathematical ideas

Communicate mathematics content and pedagogy to teachers

Engage the range of learners in understanding mathematics.

The mathematical focus for Investigations is on counting and the number system; early algebra; patterns and functions;
additional and subtraction; multiplication and division; place value; rational numbers; data and probability; geometry and
measurement. A manipulative component helps students develop mathematical concepts. CDs and online access provide a
technology connection for teachers to access assessments and for students to access games to supplement unit lessons.

In addition to the Investigations series, kindergarten and first grade teachers supplement their mathematics with Kathy
Richardson’s Developing Number Concepts. Along with classroom assessments and unit tests, AIMsweb benchmarks,
NWEA MAPS assessments and NECAP results are used to follow the progress of each student in mathematics. Math soft-
ware is also being used by some classes to build math facts. Some first grades are using a free online program called
XTRAMATH (https://www.xtramath.org/home) and grade 2+ have accessto FASTT MATH http://
www.tomsnyder.com/fasttmath/overview.html .

Math in Chichester

Math teachers are trying to incorporate ideas gained last year through professional development. Many of these tech-
niques were shared by Mahesh Sharma. Cuisenaire rods are being used starting in kindergarten, as teachers help students
learn their math facts. With the Cuisenaire rods, students also are introduced to the commutative property of addition, as
well as the new CCSS that subtraction is just a missing addend problem. Teachers continue to try to introduce concepts us-
ing steps taught by Professor Sharma to activate prior knowledge, then proceed to concrete, visual, and finally to the ab-
stract. We are using a Mastering Math Fact program based on Mahesh Sharma’s 10 levels of learning facts. Teachers are
reporting progress, and expect math fact fluency will continue to improve.

After a workshop series last summer, teachers are incorporating Singapore Math Model Drawing (http://
www.singaporemath.com/The Singapore Model Method for Learning Mathematic p/smmlm.htm ) into the curriculum.
With practice, it is an excellent strategy for students to add to their list of problem solving skills. As primary students be-
come familiar with its application to whole numbers, there should be a smooth transition to problem solving with fractions
and decimals in grades 4 and 5. Grade 6 is using the strategy as a step to writing equations.

Teachers continue to use NECAP released items on a regular basis, and grades 3-8 are evaluated four times per year on a
math critical response question. After a recent workshop, results of critical response will move from paper and pencil to
Instruction is enhanced by the use of technology. Teachers continue to use interactive whiteboards as
part of daily lessons. IXL.com is being used for RTI math in grades 1-6 and math skill-building clas-
ses in grades 7 & 8. Teachers are discovering the capabilities of the new ELMO’s
( http://www.elmo.co.jp/doc-cam/ ) introduced this year. What an exciting tool to use in many areas
of math instruction, including instant feedback to student work!

Finally, Chichester enjoyed Family Math Night, March 22. Families viewed projects, played games,
and participated in activities planned around the theme of geometry. Performance PLUS where data
can be better analyzed and tracked. Teachers and specialists will have instant access to the data as we

. C g . Family Math Night in
continue to look at the individual needs of students and overall progress in math. Chichester
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Math in Epsom

Math Connects has been adopted as ECS’s core math program. Many teachers are using the Easiteach

Software on White Boards for lessons and have found its resources helpful. Epsom’s data team meets

on a weekly basis to review math skills as reported in the NECAP, NWEA, Aimsweb, and Star re-

ports. ECS has also set aside a minimum of 60 minutes and up to 90 minutes on the master schedule

for classroom math instruction daily in grades 1 — 4. Part of this time is devoted to RTI intervention tR oss Mondello Gr. 1 ECS
eacher uses IXL program

work for students to practice deficit skills with an assigned tutor. to assess student working

Pods of computers have recently been installed in many classrooms and laptop carts purchased to ataPre-k level.
help students master math skills. The school has set a goal for all students to be able to demonstrate
proficiency in all number facts by the end of 4th grade. Both teachers and parents are encouraged to
use flashcards, memory games, and the software program, Math Facts in a Flash, http://www.renlearn com/mf/.

To address concept deficiency areas, the entire grade 1-8 school, set a minimum goal of 30 minutes per week, per student,
which is devoted to the software program, IXL. This can be done through a combination of school and home use. If a student is
without a computer at home, the use of 6 minutes a day in school will cover this 30-minute goal. Some classes have set a 30-
minute per week homework assignment of IXL while others have set higher goals for practice. IXL, http://www.ixl.com/math/,
is not just about helping children learn math, but also helps students develop a love for math. It is a comprehensive, standard-
aligned math program for pre-k through grade 8, offering unlimited practice in thousands of skills. It tracks progress, gives
awards, and increases in difficulty as students improve. Teachers can access 37 reports, set individual practice goals, see how
many minutes students used the program, and check on what assignments were completed.

As you can see, there are many great things happening with math in Epsom!

ARD pilots ASCEND math

ASCEND math is a web-based program that individualizes instruction for each student. Students take a pre-assessment in the
program which places them into a level. The program then works to fill any gap the individual students may have. Students
will complete study guides along with a video of a lesson. The program then provides practice for the student followed by a
post-test. If the student completes the post-assessment successfully, they are able to move onto the next skill. Otherwise the
program leads them through the lesson again until success has been reached. Students are able to watch themselves “ascend”
the mountain as they complete lessons.

ASCEND math is used for students who are in Tier 1 /2 in our RTI class time. This program gives students the ability to re-
ceive video instruction from a highly qualified math teacher wherever they may be. This program is used along with other math
enrichment activities, including IXL math provided by our science and specialist teachers.

At ARD our math team consists of science teachers, math teachers and specials teachers. We meet every six weeks to discuss
each student's individual needs. Data drives our decisions as we look at NECAP, NWEA fall and winter, AlMsweb fall, winter,
and benchmark tests, as well as pre and post tests taken in their math classes. From there we provide instruction based on our
power standards, as well as basic skill gaps.

iSucceed MATH™ Courseware comes to TRS

iSucceed MATH™ by Great Source is a data driven intervention solution for grades 3-8. http://www.greatsource.com/ An
innovative system combining technology and print, this multimedia, multi-sensory program incorporates the best practices of
teacher-directed group instruction, interactive courseware, active practice with games, fact fluency, and one-on-one tutoring.
iSucceed MATH™ provides age-appropriate, individualized instruction specifically designed for closing gaps in conceptual
understanding. oy

Lauren Stutzman, math intervention teacher at Three Rivers School, is currently using Volume 1 Place
Value & Number Skills, Volume 2 Decimals/Fractions/Rational Numbers, and Volume 3 Ratios, Rates,
and Percents with her 5" — 8" grade students daily for 45 minutes to fill in math gaps. She can track pro-
gress with pre and post tests. The school has also purchased 60 licenses for the web-based program to
differentiate instruction which includes: See It (interactive tutorials which provide instruction), Try It (a
short section where student use guided practice to answer questions), Zap It (independent practice), and | gyren Stutzman with
Get Real (students to apply their new skills to authentic context) along with pre and post tests. TRS students using

Students enjoy the fun activities and like using the computer instead of paper every other day. “I am 'Psr‘é‘;‘i:rend computer
doing better with math since I started. It helps us.” “We like Ask about It where we can type questions '
to the teacher and she answers us.” Both the students and the teacher like iSucceed MATH™ because
it effectively covers the teaching cycle to diagnose, prescribe, teach, practice, and assess using a multi-sensory approach.
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Learning Circle Helpline Ask Learning Circle ‘)
Question: Can modification or accommodations be used for ®
An Educational Friend sharing with others. Aimsweb Testing?
Answer: The only accommodation allowed on Benchmark Tests
is the enlargement of text for those with visual impairments.
Other: Aimsweb has deleted reading from their Computation Gr. 1& 2
probes. Lexie levels will also be added to reading in Fall.

Marie Rieger, ECS Grade 1 Teacher holds weekly trainings
for staff on the use of Easiteach software for whiteboards.
Marie has a plethora of website resources and has made
materials like numberless face cards and cuisenaire rods for -
Mabhesh lessons that are located on PLC Math/ resources/ The Buzz oL |
easiteach. In the Fall Newsletter we will feature Marie’s ?\‘. :

favorite sites and also highlight white board use in our SAU. Book Club members are engaged in —

a powerful reading experience as
they discuss Brain-Based -Teaching
in the Digital Age by Marilee Sprenger. The Leadership of SAU
Avanna Gallant, Elizabeth McGovern, Gina Schonwald, Teresa Starkey, 53 also read this book and held a lively discussion. “Brain

Richard Fortier,Lynn Allen, Helene Bickford, Jerrica Bradley ,Kevin Keith, Ma- research gives validity to the successful instructional methods
ria Knee, Judith Howe, Scott Lee, John Fladd, Kimberly Pratt, Theresa Schnei-  that have worked for years, and it is uncovering new

In Appreciation of Staff who offered to help on SAU Day

derheinze, Julie Heon, Tracy Dlubac, Paul Gagnon,Tracy-Anne information that will change the way we teach and the way
Bricchi, Patty Sherman, Vicki Therrien, Laurie Hardt, Diane Bourke, students learn for decades to come.”
Lucille Constantine, Judith Howe, Brian Gridley, Susan Hutchinson, Kira Pea- Learning Forward NH, formerly NH Staff Development

sley, Deborah Boisvert,Lisa Laflamme, David Babst, Amy Parkinson , Tracy Council brought Sprenger to SNHU on Mav 18 to focus on brain
Pace PA English Teachers, Carl Swain, DCS CFG Team, Crystal Gordon, Elaine -based strate gies aIFd tecghnolo Ten + me}llnbers of SAU 53
Pottle, Ruth Conwell, Matt Dion, Jenny Jones, Sue Cowan, Becky Butler, Nik ded th g h A gy hed £ Marilee’s book
Coates, Mary Rubega, SAU Staff, & Tech Team. attten ec the conference. An autograp ed copy of Marilee’s ,oo
will be in the Resource Center. You might also visit Marilee’s

) ) . website to find out more about how the brain works.
Allenstown Hosts Family/School Partnership Night http://www.brainlady.com/index htm

On April 7™ administrators, teachers, special educators, and parent met at
Allenstown Elementary School to share new ideas for more effective Family /School Communications. Audrey Burke of NH Connections,
Judith Howe (Family/School Coordinator) , and Anthony Blinn ( District Director of Special Education for Allenstown) led the agenda.
Participants watched a FISH video on how people communicate. The important elements of the video were: Making Their Day, Getting
People Involved, Focusing on what others are saying by “Being There” and “Choosing your Attitude.” The success of this forum was partly
due to free pizza and daycare provided by five students from Pembroke Academy.
Ms. Howe spent time explaining how Allenstown uses WGRATI to build an effective partnership between families and schools.
W- What do parents want? Ask them to do a survey
G- Go where parents are - meet their needs
R- Reach out- be persistent
A- Advertise - great ideas are worthless if no one knows about them
T — Thank you and appreciation between parents, students, and staff
{ I — Ideas to be more effective for next year.

Various activities using the 3F’s (Families, Food, and Fun) have been used which include a

preschool library program, events and forums, family school observation time, and wel-
come back barbecue. Allenstown is currently looking at the forum feedback provided by educators and families to respond to our district’s
needs. Part of the follow up will include a 3 question survey that we will ask parents and educators to complete and return in a self-
addressed stamped envelope. Our survey results will provide an additional piece of valuable information as we continue to improve our
partnership. Educators and families agree that our partnerships are built on trust with each individual relationship having different needs and
expectations. Jan Santosuosso demonstrated SAKAI on line communication that is being used by a team in Epsom. There was a discussion
session for families and staff to brainstorm expectations for communication . Ideas included assuming positive intent, sharing information
and resources, setting a baseline for communication at beginning of the year or in IEP, and use of regular jargon free 2-way communication.
The session ended with an opportunity to write thank you notes of appreciation.

New CCS Program

New Autism Program at Allenstown Elementary School

A new autism program started in November 2010 led by Lisa Rounds. Staff providing additional
support include an Autism Support Specialist (Kendra Hebert), part-time Guidance Counselor (Narine
Hazard) who has started making visits to family's homes during the school day to discuss resources for
families and students, and Autism Consultant (Jenny Bechtold through Bill White).

Students access the program at various levels to allow for inclusion into the regular classroom. The
program is currently supporting three students in 1st grade and the classroom has been modified to

provide a "one stop" shopping for services. One effective instructional strategy implemented by speech SERESC program approval consult-
pathologist Nicole Cotnoir, is the use of video-modeling to teach daily living and other skills. The ant met with CCS staff and shared ”
program is incorporating additional technology with the recent purchase of an iPAD with staff in the I'am impressed with the new special
process of researching appropriate applications. Staff also has attended a conference at Boston Children's ‘Z]‘]Ol;‘liﬁl“zlﬁ:n 1<>T11111\ul:1110$1111113
Hospital on AAC. district.

Anthony Blinn, Special Ed Coordinator, has created an Autism tab under SAU 53/Allenstown/SPED Page 4

Parent Resources - to include public information on Autism.



